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SUBJECT: OAU PRESS RELEASE ON IRAN AND HORN OF AFRICA 

REF: STATE 18396 

1 . IRAN AMBASSADOR SHAHROKH FIROUZ INFORMED 
POLCOUNS ON JANUARY 24 THAT HE WANTED THE US TO 
UNDERSTAND IRAN'S SIDE IN SQUABBLE WITH OAU. FIROUZ 
ATTRIBUTED OAU STATEMENT (REFTEL) TO OAU CHAIRMAN 
BONGO, WHOM HE REFERRED TO CONTEMPTUOUSLY AS A 
'GIGOLO. 1 HE SAID THAT BONGO'S FURY SHOULD BE 
DIRECTED AT SIAD BARRE RATHER THAN THE SHAH 
BEECAUSE SIAD BARRE CAME BEGGING TO IRAN - HE WAS NOT 
INVITED - AND FURTHERMORE IRAN WAS ONLY ONE OF 
SEVERAL COUNTRIES APPROACHED. 

2. FIROUZ SAID THE SHAH WAS SERIOUS WHEN HE SAID 

HE WOULD AID SOMALIA IF IT WERE INVADED BY ETHIOPIA 

AND SUCH ACTION WOULD BE ON BEHALF OF THE 

FREE WORLD (ONE OF FIROUZ’S FAVORITE THEMES). HE THEN 

LAUNCHED INTO FAMILIAR ARGUMENT THAT IT IS WELL KNOWN THAT 
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USSR USES ADEN TO BRING IN SUPPLIES FOR ETHIOPIA AND 
SHOULD THE COMMUNISTS BE SUCCESSFUL IN THE HORN, THEY 
WOULD CONTROL THE RED SEA. IRAN BY VIRTUE OF BEING 
LOCATED ON THE INDIAN OCEAN COULD NOT AFFORD TO LET 
THAT HAPPEN. 

3. FIROUZ FURTHER CRITICIZED BONGO FOR HIS FICKLENESS, 
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POINTING OUT THAT IRAN HAD ARRANGED FOR GABON TO BECOME 
A MEMBER OF OPEC WHEN HE HAD REQUESTED THEIR HELP, THE 
'QUID' BEING ONLY ’500 TONS OF URANIUM.’ 

4. ACCORDING TO FIROUZ, IN SEVERAL MEETINGS WITH 
NIGERIAN OFFICIALS, THE OAU PRESS RELEASE WAS NOT 
MENTIONED ONCE. HE SPECULATED THAT THEY PROBABLY 
WERE NOT CONSULTED BEFORE IT WAS ISSUED AND PROBABLY 
DO NOT APPROVE OF IT. 

5. TURNING TO SOME GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON OAU, FIROUZ 
SAID THAT THERE IS A GREAT RESERVOIR OF DISLIKE FOR 
NIGERIA AMONG AFRICAN COUNTRIES AND PREDICTED THAT IT 
WOULD BE MANIFESTED IN SENEGAL AND IVORY COAST LEADING 
THE FRANCOPHONE COUNTRIES TO OPPOSE NIGERIAN INITIATIVES 
TO HAVE THE OAU CALL FOR MORE ECONOMIC SANCTIONS AGAINST 
SOUTH AFRICA. 

6. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH AMBASSADOR FIROUZ TENDS TO BE 
OVERLY DRAMATIC IN SOME OF HIS REVELATIONS (AS IN HIS 
REFERENCES TO BONGO) HE APPEARED TO BE FOLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS 
FROM TEHRAN IN REFUTING OAU PRESS RELEASE. 

7. WITH REFERENCE TO INCREASING DISLIKE OF NIGERIA AMONG 
AFRICAN NATIONS, BRITISH HIGH COMMION HEAD OF CHANCERY 

JOHN JOHNSON MADE THE SAME OBSERVATION AFTER RECENT VISITS TO 
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WEST AFRICAN CAPITALS 
EASUM 
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